
 

Does anyone want to come over and bleed my brakes for me? I’m feeling very burned-out this 
year and though I have completed most of my winter car projects, I’m just not feeling it yet. 
The past winter has been quite full for me, and even the bright sunny weather just isn’t getting 
those “I wanna drive” juices flowing. It’s mostly family commitments with two teens in sports 
(basketball with me coaching, dance, gymnastics), a change in my job which has my brain 
going nonstop even when I’m just sitting there, and then the typical household projects that 
have popped up. I’m pledging 3 things to myself this month: bleed the brakes from the caliper 
swap I did over the winter, make it to a dinner out with the guys, and attend the Back to the ‘50s 
swap meet. Each one has its own symbolism, but in the end I think I just need a break. That 
aside, I have been able to find time to finish quite a few projects this winter between work and 
family time: I swapped on new front brake calipers, added new front and rear Viking coil over 
shocks (the rears were NOT fun to do), lost 15 pounds, picked up a free air hockey table and 
made it workable again, built a loft bed for my daughter, found 20 pounds, and a bunch of other 
stuff. Maybe I just need to take the summer off, recover and let life calm down.... or maybe I 
just need to suck it up, finish those brakes and go bang some gears. 
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Hey look, a van towing some car.  

 

Ring Brother’s Chevelle for SEMA 2014 



The Most Authentic and Accurate 
Parts For Your Restoration 

It was a chance find, based on a story recounted by a friend of a friend. But there it was – the classic muscle car you’d been searching 
for, hidden beneath a dusty tarp in an old barn. You worked hard, but finally convinced the stubborn farmer to sell it.  
 
With the car safely in your garage, the exuberance of the thrill of the hunt morphs into the realization that a careful and accurate 
restoration is needed to bring that vintage car back to its original glory. That means more hunting for the right parts; everything from 
the carburetor to the clamps that hold the fuel lines in place.  
 
GM knows it’s the little things that count with a restoration. With countless resources for restoration components, assurance that 
you’re getting the most authentic and best-fitting parts comes when you buy officially licensed GM Restoration Parts. They’re made by 
manufacturers who build to GM’s specifications and label them accordingly. Many even use original tooling for unparalleled acc uracy 
in look, feel and performance.  
 
You can find licensed GM Restoration Parts for everything from the grille badge for a 1969 Camaro to the body shell itself. That’s right 
– an entire classic Camaro body! Before purchasing any reproduction parts for your valuable project, make sure the manufacturer is 
licensed by GM Restoration Parts. With mint condition on your mind, licensed GM Restoration Parts are the only parts that should go 
into your barn-find beauty. 

 
The mission of the Chevrolet Restoration Parts Licensing Program is to assist in the availability of quality reproduction parts for older 
General Motors vehicles. As an automotive restoration enthusiast, you have probably experienced, at one time or another, difficulty in 
locating and obtaining certain discontinued automotive parts. GM has worked closely with Equity Management Inc. (EMI) to develop 
licensees which will benefit the vehicle restoration aftermarket. 

 
GM assists Licensees in obtaining original specs, prints, and tools (when available) for applicable parts, and the use of the Chevrolet 
Restoration Parts logo. These features allow for the manufacture and/or sale of quality parts with the same fitment as the originals. 
EMI is GM's exclusive trademark licensing representative for management of the Chevrolet Restoration Parts Licensing Program.

 
BATTERIES 
The Antique Auto Battery Mfg.Co. Inc. 800-426-7580 www.antiqueautobattery.com 
Axion Power Battery Mfg., Inc. 724-654-9300 
BELTS AND HOSES 
Ground Up Restorations, Inc. 203-235-1200 www.ss396.com 
Quanta Products, LLC 410-658-5700 
Z-06 Products, LLC 616-426-4340 www.quantaproducts.com 
BODY PARTS 
Auto Metal Direct 866-591-8309 
*Dynacorn International, Inc. 805-486-2612 www.dynacorn.com 
Fit-Rite Auto Body Parts Inc. 800-992-1064 
Golden Star Corporation 214-544-2395 www.goldenstarauto.com 
Mar-K Specialized Manufacturing, Inc. 405-721-7945 www.mar-
k.com/dealer_program.html 
Tri Plus 886-2-17557686 www.triplus.cm.tw 
BUICK 
Bob’s Automobila 805-434-2963 www.bobsautomobilia.com 
Bright Ideas 270-535-5623 
CAR Motorsports, LLC 877-367-2279 www.carmotorsports.com 
CARS, Inc. 908-369-3666 www.carsinc.com 
Highway Stars, Inc. 847-599-1600 www.highwaystars.org 
The Parts Place Inc. 630-365-1800 www.thepartsplaceinc.com 
CADILLAC 
Beaulin Enterprises, Inc. 913-722-2783 www.mcveys.com 
Cadillac King 818-890-0621 www.cadillacking.com 
USA Parts Supply, Ltd. 304-724-6600 
CHEVROLET 
Autocraft Investments, Inc., dba (NPD) 352-378-2473 www.nationalparts.com 
Carfre Inc. 626-282-8381 www.genesmithparts.com 
CHQ Reproductions 800-441-3866 www.chqreproductions.com 
*Classic Industries Inc (OER®) 800-854-1280 www.classicindustries.com 
Clark’s Corvair Parts, Inc. 413-625-9776 www.corvair.com 
D&R Classic Automotive, Inc. 630-393-0009 www.drclassic.com 
Danchuk Manufacturing, Inc. 714-540-4363 www.danchuk.com 
Dynacorn Classic Bodies, Inc. 805-486-2612 
www.dynacorn.com/site/04home/home.html 
El Camino Manufacturing, Inc. 360-417-9201 
Fesler Production LLC 866-553-1856 www.feslerbuilt.com 
Heartbeat City, LLC 586-226-8811 www.heartbeatcity.com 
Hubbard’s Impala Parts, Inc. 336-227-1589 
I&I Reproductions, Inc. 562-531-8117 www.iandireproduction.com 
J&W Enterprises, dba J&W Nova Parts 804-685-4310 www.novaparts.com 
J’Leys and Co. 336-228-6701 www.jleys.com 
KNS Accessories/Grand General Accessories 310-631-2589 www.knsacc.com 
Muscle Factory 714-635-2314 
Original Parts Group, Inc. 800-243-8355 www.opgi.com 
Rick’s First Generation Camaro 800-497-4256 www.firstgen.com 
United Pacific Industries, Inc. 310-638-5988 www.uapac.com 
Vintique, Inc. 714-634-1932 
CORVETTE 
American Custom Industries (Bobbart) 800-822-8020 www.acivette.com 
Auto Accessories of America 717-667-3004 
Auto Pro USA, Inc. 310-637-4500 www.autoprousa.net 
CC Industries, LLC, dba Corvette Central 269-426-3342 www.corvettecentral.com 
Corvette Specialties Manufacturing 410-795-3180 www.grilleteeth.com 
Corvette Stainless Steel Brakes aka C.S.S.B., Inc. 800-262-9595 www.cssbinc.com 
DeWitt’s Reproductions, Inc. 810-220-0181 www.dewitts.com 
EC Products Design 805-466-4703 www.corvettepacifica.com 
Eckler Industries, LLC 800-327-4868 www.ecklers.com 
Just Corvette 636-947-6060 
Keen Parts, Inc. 513-353-3449 www.keenparts.com 
 

 
 
Lone Star Caliper Company 903-873-8400 www.lonestarcaliper.com 
Long Island Corvette Supply, Inc. 631-225-5030 www.licorvette.com 
Melrose T-Top International 815-758-2783 www.melroset-tops.com 
Mid America Motorworks 217-540-4301 www.madvet.com 
Paragon Reproductions, Inc. 800-882-4688 www.corvette-paragon.com 
Vette Masters inc. 757-575-8715 
EMBLEMS / LENSES / DECALS / TRIM 
Auto Data Label Systems 631-831-7427 www.autodatalabels.com 
Bill’s Bird 631-667-3853 www.bb-ny.com 
Counterpart Automotive, Inc. 714-771-1732 
Dobbins Restoration Publishing, Inc. 215-443-0779 www.yankeelady.com/dobbins 
Drake Automotive Group, Inc. 702-853-2064 www.scottdrake.net 
ECS Automotive Concepts, LLC 855-532-7846 www.ecsautomotive.com 
Jim Osborn Reproductions, Inc. 770-962-7556 www.osborn-reproduction.com 
Legendary Auto Interiors, Ltd. 800-363-8804 www.legendaryautointeriors.com 
Mark Cornea Reproductions, dba Dr. Decal 313-390-5953 www.drdecal.com 
Millenium Industries, Inc. 708-895-1381 
Motor City Vinyl Graphics 888-847-3178 www.motorcityvinyl.com 
Phoenix Graphix, Inc. 800-941-4550 www.phoenixgraphix.com 
Quality Lapel Pin 800-952-0305 www.qualitylapeppins.com 
Sharpline Converting, Inc. 888-615-4214 www.sharpline.com 
Specialty Reproduction 515-727-1310 
Stencils and Stripes Unlimited Inc. 847-692-6893 www.stencilsandstripes.com 
Trim Parts, Inc. 513-934-0815 www.trimparts.com 
Year One, Inc. 800-950-9503 www.yearone.com 
GLASS 
Pilkington North America, Inc. 614-443-0231 
HARD / MECHANICAL PARTS 
Custom Autosound 714-535-1091 
Forever Sharp Products, Inc. 888-878-2156 www.foreversharp.com 
Global Component Alternatives 503-481-5002 
Henry Nunn dba Nunnbetter Reproductions 405-872-5263 
Instrument Sales and Service, Inc. 503-286-3938 
Jim Carter’s Antique Truck Parts 816-833-1913 www.oldchevytrucks.com 
Ken Harrison Stereos 800-497-5294 
MB Marketing and Manufacturing 800-231-4125 www.mbmbrakeboosters.com 
Noah Performance 631-427-2881 
Pedders Suspension 248-522-8021 www.peddersusa.com 
Precision Replacement Parts, Inc. 800-545-5083 www.ppgautoglass.com 
Shafer’s Classic Reproductions, Inc. 813-628-0092 www.shafersclassic.com 
Steele Rubber Products, Inc. 800-544-8665 www.steelerubber.com 
Tedd Cycle, Inc. 914-565-2806 www.Vtwinmfg.com 
The Right Stuff 614-440-9994 www.rightstuffdetailing.com 
OLDSMOBILE 
Fusick Automotive Products, Inc. 860-623-1589 www.fusick.com/dwnldcat.htm 
Thornton Reproductions, LLC 215-257-6070 www.themotorcompany.com 
PONTIAC 
Leader Industries Inc., dba The Fiero Store 860-684-6762 www.leaderind.com 
Ponti-World (Australia) 011-612-4257-1230 www.pontiworld.com.au 
PW Distribution LLC 011-612-4257-1230 www.pwstore.com 
Resto-Perfect LLC 201-218-8662 
Stephen R. Ames, dba Ames Automotive Enterprises 603-876-3932 
www.amesperf.com 
WHEELS PARTS 
Jae Enterprises, Inc. 800-626-3367 www.jaeeagle.com 
Jenica Inc, d/b/a Excalibur Wheel Access. 909-923-8300 www.excaliburwheel.com 
Mike’s Auto Parts & Accessories 419-589-8855 
Wheel Vintiques, Inc. 559-251-6957 www.wheelvintiques.com 
MISC 
Helm Incorporated 313-733-3420 

Unde 



Project: Rear Coilover shocks 
Before I start, please forgive me for not taking good pictures. I thought this would be a quick 
install but ran into a few problems that stretched this job out over several short work sessions. 
This will be the short and brutally honest step by step how-to version. Enjoy. 
 
Step 1: Remove your old shocks and rear springs. Unless you’re replacing every last part at 
the same time, I suggest doing one side at a time. That way the rear end will be easier to bolt 
back in. Think about it: unbolt the lower part of your rear shock and drop the lower control 
arm. That’s 2 bolts and the spring comes out. 2 small bolts up top remove the shock. That’s it. 
 
Step 2: Position upper coilover bracket and carefully mark upper 
shock mount area for 2 additional bolt holes. My fuel lines run right 
through this area on the passenger side, but I was VERY careful to 
keep them from getting nicked. One additional hole actually is on a 
curved piece and the other is horizontal. Once drilled, the fun really 
begins. 
 
Step 3: Assemble the shock per the directions, then bolt the shock to 
the upper bracket with the bolt pointing towards the back of the car. If you don’t, you can’t 
tighten it later. 
 
Step 4: The directions didn’t really say, but I think the proper way is to run the bolts down 
through the holes from the top. The original shock bolt holes were easy to do. The more 
forward one was relatively easy. The last one took me well over an hour to 
get pushed through and poked through the hole. You need a magnetic stick 

to get it behind the metal and rotate it into position. 
Then you also have to lift and hold the shock and 
bracket assembly up, align all 4 bolts into the holes 
and try to get nuts on them. Yeah, loads of fun. 
Remember those 2 additional holes? One won’t 
likely be perfectly in alignment. Its car stuff, it 
happens, but it does slow things down. Once you 
get the nuts on, you’re halfway done with that side. 
 
Step 5: Position lower bracket on axle housing and try to get the lower 
control arm bolt through. Good luck with that. I got mixed up with the 
directions which said make sure the bracket is on the front side of the 

axle housing. Trust me when I say it won’t work on the back, even after some massaging of 
the metal bracket on the housing. That being said, it didn’t fit well on the front either. The 
main issue I ran into was that the bracket wouldn’t rotate up far enough to run a bolt through 
the original lower shock hole and a correlating hole in the new bracket. I probably have 2 
hours into trial and error fitting and then grinding “just a little bit more” to make it fit. Then 
you have to jockey that lower control arm bolt back through which was actually pretty easy 
using a ratchet strap to the frame and lug stud. 
 

Opposite side, bolts installed 

Same as picture above 

Holes marked, ready to go 



Step 6: Set it back on the ground and check your new stance. Mine was waayyy too low. I 
liked the look, but the body was actually sitting on the tires at the wheel lip. Until I can get 
new wheels (and tires), it’s going to go to a reasonable height.  
 

 
 

Thanks again to Chris King and Viking shocks for making such a great product. The brackets 
are from Speed Tech and other than the factory pieces not fitting to them well, they worked 
quite well. The nice thing with coilovers is that you jack it up, spin the spring nut up a few 
more turns, and see how it sits. I also will need to play with both of the shock valve settings to 
find what feels best but that’s literally just a turn of a couple knobs. 

That Yenko picture on the front cover got me thinking about some of the other dealers out 
there who have become famous over the years. Names like Dick Harrell, Fred Gibb, Nickey, 
Baldwin-Motion they’re all synonymous with performance. Here’s some pics from the past. 
 


