
 

 

 

 

 

 

July Meeting 

The July meeting was held at the Street Machine Nationals.  Quite a few of our members showed up over the 

three day show.   

Since there are plenty of stories that will get told at meetings and the forum, I will just post a few pictures. 
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And finally, the “Fortunately no one was hurt, and members pitched in to help” car of the show. 

  



 

TOOLS! 

Most creepers are hard, flat, unpadded boards with tiny 

wheels that get stuck in cracks in your garage floor. Not 

this one! Here’s a creeper that’s not only comfortable but 

also convertible. Pull the release pin and lift up on one 

end and you’ve got a roll-around seat that’s the perfect 

height for working around wheels. 

The padding is extra thick and the wheels are extra-large 

3-in. soft polyurethane, so the creeper rolls smoothly, 

even over debris and cracks. It’s a bit higher off the 

ground than other creepers, so you’ll have to raise the 

vehicle an extra few inches. But it’s worth it for the 

comfort. The heavy-duty frame is rated for up to 450 lbs. 

for heavy-duty mechanics. The Omega 91000 Z Creeper 

is available online. 

 

This tool and a can of rust penetrant are the secret to removing 

stubborn rusty seized bolts. Load the driver tool into your air 

hammer and slide on a socket and wrench. When you hit the 

trigger, the driver applies the impacts to the center of the bolt 

head, demolishing the rusty buildup. Turn the wrench and socket 

during the impacts and you’ll loosen the bolt or nut in no time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
When a fluorescent bulb goes dark, the problem can actually be 

one of three things: the bulb, the ballasts, or the pins. By touching 

the bulb with its extending wand, this niche diagnostic tool can 

isolate the problem. You probably don’t need one for your 

basement lights, but the guy who works maintenance in a 12-story 

office building loves this thing. 

  



You would think that a sharp tool you swing in the direction of 

your ankles wouldn't last long. But the adze can be traced back at 

least to ancient Egypt. You use the adze to shape tree trunks and 

square them up into beams; looks like an ax with the blade 

oriented on the horizontal. But with modern-day milling 

capabilities so much faster and easier, for the most part the adze 

has gone the way of the dodo. 

 
 

This lifesaving tool 

has functions 

designed specifically for a rescue worker. It can cut wire, 

tighten a fire-hose coupling, pry a door open, and even close 

down a gas valve. And it's just about the right size to fit in a 

back pocket. Not exactly a tool you're going to find on your 

grandfather's workbench. 

 

 

 

 

Think of this one as an 18th-century Sharpie. During the heyday 

of timber framing, builders would use this tool to number beam 

ends for layout purposes—sort of like "tab A into slot B." If 

you're ever in an old house with exposed beams, look for gouged 

out Roman numerals at the beam ends and you'll see the work of 

a timber scribe. 

 

 

 
Sale price   $23.88 USD Sale  

 FAST AND EASY PROCESS - 1 Step solder and seal 

process for all your connections 

 WATERPROOF - Insulation tubing has unique dual-

walled design: polyolefin tubing on the outside and hot 

melt adhesive inside. When heat is applied, polyolefin 

tubing reduces in size and adhesive flows inside the 

insulation. Dual walled tubing ensures waterproof seal 

and prevents wire corrosion 

 EASY IDENTIFICATION - Color-coded tubing makes 

it easy to identify the right size of the connector for 

every application. Measure your wire, and easily choose 

the right connector by looking at wire size chart on the 

box. 

 COMPLIANT WITH ALL RELEVANT STANDARDS - Our heat shrink connectors are compliant 

with ROHS, ISO 9001:2008, SGS and CE standards. 

 WIREFY BRAND QUALITY COMMITMENT - We stand behind the quality of our products. If for 

any reason you are not satisfied with your purchase, please contact us. We will work on every inquiry 

to ensure your satisfaction. 



Trivia. 

The Ultimate Muscle Car – The 1970 LS6 Chevelle 
 

In the hierarchy of the street, circa 1970, there were the Big Dogs and then there was everyone else. Having 400 cubic 

inches under the hood didn’t cut it anymore at the Stoplight Grand Prix. The name of the game was horsepower and the more grunt 

the better, and more grunt meant more cubic inches and more horsepower. The old standard “there’s no replacement for 

displacement” was never truer in 1970, and sitting atop the muscle car food chain was Chevrolet’s SS Chevelle. Not just the garden 

variety, 360 horsepower SS454, but the King Kong of the Bow Tie brigade, designated RPO Z15. Checking off this option delivered 

a 450 horsepower, 454 cubic inch solid lifter behemoth that cranked out 500 lbs.-ft. of torque and bludgeoned any challengers for its 

title as King of the Streets. 

While the cars were 

tested with either four-speed or 

automatic transmissions, they 

did display similar times. 

Removal of smog equipment and 

installation of headers and some 

timing adjustments produced 

times far quicker on the street. 

Both were capable of laying 

waste to lesser muscle cars, and 

the winner of a brawl between 

these two engines was dependent 

on driver ability. 

Chevrolet was caught 

flat-footed when the muscle car 

market took off in 1964. The 

Pontiac had set the standard by 

dropping in a 389 cubic inch 

Bonneville engine in the 

intermediate sized LeMans, 

however, the largest engine 

Chevrolet offered for their new 

Malibu was 327 cubic inches. 

The big block Chevelle first appeared in 1965 as the “Z16,” a 396 cubic inch, 375-horsepower model that was limited to just 201 

produced. In 1966, the SS396 became an option on the Chevelle to challenge the GTO, selling 72,272 units to Pontiac’s 96,946. The 

SS396 would continue through 1969 with the 396 engine as the only power plant, offered with one of three horsepower packages—

standard 325 or optional 350 or 375 horsepower. 

For its 1970 models, GM lifted the 400 cubic inch ceiling on intermediates, and the four divisions producing muscle cars 

immediately dropped in their largest engines. Buick, Oldsmobile and Pontiac picked their 455 engines off the shelf, while Chevrolet 

chose to punch out the venerable 427 to 454 cubic inches and offered the hydraulic lifter LS5 rated at 360 horsepower and the solid 

lifter LS6. 

The 450 horsepower LS6 was the most powerful engine offered in 1970. The Cowl Induction system fed cold outside air to 

the big 780 cfm Holley carburetor. 

The LS6 used the same block as the LS5, however a 800-cfm Holley four barrel bolted to an aluminum manifold replaced 

the Rochester Quadra Jet. The LS6 featured a beefy bottom end with four-bolt mains, forged steel crankshaft and connecting rods 

with forged aluminum, 11.25:1 compression pistons. Because of the LS6’s high (6500) redline, deep groove accessory drive pulleys 

were necessary. Thanks to new Federal emission standards, the LS6 was hobbled with the primitive Air Injection Reactor (A.I.R.) 

pump plumbed into the tops of the exhaust manifolds that injected additional air into the exhaust system. By doing so, it reduced the 

products of incomplete combustion (hydrocarbons and carbon monoxide) and further combustion occurred in the manifold and 

exhaust pipe in the presence of this oxygen-laden air. Only the Holley-equipped LS6 received the A.I.R. system, which was one of 

the first items removed by owners on taking delivery from the dealer. 

Either the Muncie M22 “Rock Crusher” close ratio four-speed manual transmission or the three-speed M40 Turbo Hydra-

Matic automatic were available with rear gear choices up to 4.33:1 rear gears and limited slip differential. 

Buying an LS6 Chevelle required the customer to purchase mandatory options, and it wasn’t cheap. The $503.45 RPO Z15 

SS 454 package consisted of bright engine accents, dual exhaust with bright tips, black painted grille, wheel opening moldings, 

power front disc brakes, special rear suspension and F70 x 14 tires on 7-inch rims. The rear bumper had a black insert while up front 

the SS got a “power bulge” hood. Also part of the package was the base 360 horse LS5 with heavy-duty battery. From there the buyer 

selected the RPO LS6 454 engine that cost an additional $263.30 and either a M22 ($221.80) or M40 ($290.40) to add to the bottom 

line. Just to get the Bow Tie’s biggest bruiser cost at least an additional $988.55 to a base price of just over $2,800. By the time other 

options were added, the SS 454 Chevelle could cost well over Four Large. 

http://www.heacockclassic.com/articles/before-the-challenger-hellcat-chevelle-ls6/
http://www.heacockclassic.com/articles/the-significant-7-american-pony-cars/
http://www.heacockclassic.com/articles/the-significant-7-american-pony-cars/


The SS Chevelle borrowed the handsome instrument panel from the 

Monte Carlo. Buckets, console and sport wheel were optional. 

The standard interior featured a bench seat regardless of 

transmission. When the optional bucket seats were ordered, a center console 

was also available. Unlike most carmakers that would use the same basic dash 

layout in all series models, the 1970 SS Chevelle received a different 

instrument panel setup than the base Chevelle or Malibu models. Borrowed 

directly from the new Monte Carlo, the large, flat-faced panel housed the 

gauge package, which featured three large circular gauges for the tach, 

speedometer and clock with smaller gauges flanking them. To the right was 

the HVAC controls, radio and lighter. 

The exterior of the SS 454 Chevelle featured sculptured lines above 

the wheel openings that pulled the car’s look downward. The blacked out 

grille was split horizontally and dominated by a large SS emblem in the 

center. Chevrolet offered wide “Stereo Stripes” that ran the length of the hood 

and deck lid and included Cowl Induction, which featured a vacuum-operated 

door at the rear of the SS hood. It fed air from the high-pressure area at the 

base of the windshield to the big Holley carb. 

Dual Guide T-3 headlamps were surrounded by chrome bezels. 

Chrome extensions tipped the LS6’s rumbling dual exhausts. 

While build out documentation is spotty, it’s agreed that Chevrolet 

produced 4,475 LS6 Chevelles, however there is no break down to separate 

coupe, convertible and El Caminos in that total.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note from the editor:  

 

I have enjoyed being newsletter editor these past two years.  But, as previous editors will confirm, it is a fairly 

significant time commitment.  As I have gotten healthier and stronger, I have found myself busier than I have 

been in 25 years.  So I reluctantly decided I need to step down and devote that time to catching up on 

everything else.  There are no special skills involved, or special knowledge.  You just need a basic ability to 

use Microsoft Word, and the ability to search the web.   

There is a template to use so you don’t have to start from scratch each month.  Other members will offer 

suggestions for articles, and you can add your own brand as you are comfortable.  Please contact Chris P or me 

if you are even a little bit interested. 

Thanks 

Larry (LLucast80@Gmail.com)  

 

 

Next meeting:  We are the Club of the Night in Hastings Saturday, 
August 25th..     See the forum for more information 


