
 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

 

 

 

 

“THANKS” to Larry Lucast for creating the  

Newsletters the last two years! 

  

January  2019 



TOOLS! 
 

As in the past we will try to feature a new, interesting, unusual, or helpful tool every month.  

Please send me information on tools you have seen, tools you would like to have, tools that could 

make our work easier, or tools that are just plain interesting. 

 

High-Precision Table Top Tools 

I have used Dremels in the past for a multitude of house and car projects. They work great, but 

at work we recently ordered a Proxxon mini-drill press, rotary tool, and mini-lathe. The precision 

of these German built tools are outstanding. The company was unknown to me previously and 

below are a few crude images of the setup we utilize.  

            



Proxxon offers several add-ons such as a vise and various tool configurations on their web-site. 

It appears they have a US support site and the pricing was reasonable – $85 for the rotary tool, 

$100 for a drill/rotary stand, $70 for the compound table, and a drill press for $225. We ordered 

another $100 worth of collets, vises, and small add-ons. Note some of their lathes go for over 

$1000.  
 

All the equipment I’ve seen on their site requires 110/120V at 60 Hz. They have miter and table 

saws, sanders, bandsaws, engraving devices, and mills. I’m curious to know if anyone else has 

used this brand in the past. The website is: www.proxxon.com/us/ 

 

Compressed Air Manifold 

 

If you have a need for a multi-plenum compressed air manifold the setup below from Polyconn 

works great for quick-connect setups as well as compression fittings. Like me, you may have 

several T and Y connectors that serve a similar purpose. I like the benefit of this design as it 

serves as one tie-in location with the ability to plumb several types and sizes of compressed air 

tubing at once. Cost range is $20 - $30 and customizable options are available (note the fittings 

are not included). The website is: www.polyconn.com 

 

 

 

https://www.proxxon.com/us/
https://www.polyconn.com/


December Meeting 

 

The December meeting was the annual Holiday party, held at the Jake’s in Vadnais Heights.  

There was a fantastic turn-out this week with more than 40 people in attendance including two 

new members! Jenny and the board ordered a variety of small plates and the club members 

certainly appeared to enjoy the arrangement! 

 

 

 

It was a joy to reconnect and with so many in attendance we outgrew the reserved room space! 

 



Thanks to the many people that brought gifts for the Toy drive. Newly elected President Hank 

spoke for a few minutes and the club graciously applauded Chris for his hard work during his 

role as President. Hank indicated there is likely going to be another order placed for club gear 

with more details to follow. If you are attending the Bow Tie Brunch please bring your annual 

dues payment (cash or check). 

 

 
 

 
 

Note this is my first newsletter and as a club we are always open to feedback. Personally, I would 

like a few suggestions for Tools so please keep that in mind.  

Next meeting: Bow Tie Brunch January 19th, 2018 at Crystal Lake 
Automotive.  See the forum for more information 

 
Feb meeting: Game Night February 9th, 2019 Hank & Karen Millette’s in 

Columbus.  See the forum for more information 
 

*Early Bird Registration for Street Machine Nationals is Jan. 31st 

 
 


