
MINNESOTA’S ’64 – ’87 CHEVELLE AND EL CAMINO CLUB 
 
  President: Stan Shinker    Vice President: Chris Reid 
  Webmaster: John Delke    Treasurer: Bryan Flattem 
 

It is now March, and according to our club’s official Cars Apart Counter there is about 80 days 
left depending on when you read this. That means 11 weekends before the local cruises start. 
Have you started? Have you already finished? Have you even seen your car in the past few 
months? If you’re fortunate enough to just wait out the time until you can take it for the first spin 
of the year, I bet that week of warm weather this past month really got you itching. Spring will be 
here soon so go get going on your car, or start dreaming about clear roads and warm sun. 

February’s club meeting was 
held at the Ellingson Classic 
Car Museum in Rogers, MN. 
This museum has several dozen 
old and collectible cars ranging 
from the 1926 Ford or 1928 

Chevrolet to a 2006 Z06 Corvette 
and a 5,128 mile Delorean. 
Ellingson’s also collects and displays 
vintage automotive signs, cameras, parts, 
and other vintage collectibles. They even 
had the first ZZ430 limited edition crate 
engine sold to the public on display (#3). 

Nearly every car on display was 
for sale, and most had detailed 
information about them and of 
course, a price. The club meeting 
was held in Clarabelle’s Lounge 
which is a ‘50s style diner. 
 

www.ellingsoncarmuseum.com 



 

TECH TIP: 
I picked up a ’67 Chevelle dash cluster 
from Derek for free at the Bowtie 
Brunch. It was pretty dirty and looked 
bad, but I had a plan. I had heard you can 
polish plastic with toothpaste and I 
wanted to give it a shot. Since I didn’t 
have anything invested in it, this was the perfect opportunity. First, I took the cluster apart and 
rinsed the various parts off by hand with simple water. The lens was much cloudier than I had 
expected, but that meant a better test. I grabbed the tube of Colgate Total toothpaste and put a pea 

sized dollop on the lens. With a little water to help 
spread it out, I used my fingertip and rubbed the lens 
back and forth in a small area to see what would 
happen. After rinsing the lens off, I noticed where there 
was less water it had worked a little better. I put another 
drop of paste 
on and tried it 
dry. Much 

better results. Thinking bigger is better; I chucked a small 
buffing wheel in my cordless drill and used the 
toothpaste as a buffing compound. Very nice results, but 
it left a wavy design in the plastic when seen at certain 
angles. Last up was an afterthought really. I grabbed a 
Magic Eraser pad sitting by the sink. All you need is to 
moisten the pad and use a little pressure. Holy cow! That 
worked the best and left no markings afterward. Once the 
lens was cleaned, I reassembled the cluster and decided 
that even though the bezel was past being useful, I gave it 
a quick shot of silver paint just to make it look decent. 
Time spent: maybe 45 minutes. Cost of a new lens: $29.95, though I spent $0.10 worth of 
toothpaste. If I had a ’67 and a new bezel, I would not hesitate to put it in a driver quality car. 



NEW PRODUCT: Air Flow Research Titan XR manifold 
Composite intake manifolds have been around for a while, but this one is different. AFR unveiled 
this manifold at SEMA this year. First, it’s for a non-LS Small Block Chevy engine. Second, you 
can replace the upper plenum section for different configurations while still keeping your oil and 
coolant areas sealed. Currently, they offer a dual plane (4.7” height), single plane “strip” (4.5” 
height), and single plane “race” (5.5” height) models priced about $600 each. The lower base is 
bolted to the heads like normal, while the upper is sealed using rubber port seals like in modern 
engines. The manifold is reported to be 10 pounds lighter and runs about 30 degrees cooler than 
an aluminum manifold. They also 
have bosses for nitrous and dual 
distributor hold-downs, though 
when changing the upper plenum, 
the distributor can remain in place. 
AFR reports a 15hp gain in power 
and reports that the manifold is 
ready to run right out of the box. 
Look for real world testing to be 
done and published soon. 
 



 

GM Exercise in Engineering: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

HOW-TO: POR-15 
If you can paint using a paintbrush, you can use POR-15. It’s a very simple process of cleaning, 
prepping, and coating metal to prevent rust from ever taking hold. Sold in various sized 
containers, it can be applied using a brush or sprayed on. POR-15 bonds to the metal and creates 
a hard barrier that won’t let moisture through. Once applied, it can be top coated and finished 
with paint, insulation materials, or left as applied.  
The sampler pack ($20) gives you all the basics you 
need to try it out. Included are 2 8ox bottles of their 
“marine clean” cleaner and “prep and ready” metal 
prep solutions, a 4oz can of coating (enough to 
cover 6 square feet with 2 coats), 1 foam and 1 
bristle brush, and a pair of latex gloves. 2 of these 
kits was enough to completely prep and cover my 
floor pan from firewall to rear seat support with material left over. Since I am covering it with 
insulation, I only used 1 coat. 

The process is extremely simple: clean the area with 
the supplied cleaner, dry off and apply the metal 
prep solution which will etch the metal and leave a 
zinc phosphate coating, then apply the topcoat. A 
little goes a long way, and the gloves are necessary 
since if it gets on your skin it will be there for 
several days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I did stay away from seat belt and mounting 
bolt holes, though you could clean them up 
with a tap once it is cured. POR-15 can also 
span small holes by using tape on the 
backside and painting over. Remove the tape 
after it dries. 
 

 
POR-15 also makes several filler puttys, engine enamels and topcoats, rust preventative paint, 
and fuel system and tank treatments. Some products like the rust preventative coating paint are 
available in several sizes ranging from 4oz to 1 gallon cans. www.POR-15.com 

Prepped floor with coating on passenger side 

Original sound deadener removed and vacuumed 

Hushmat insulation installed over POR-15 on passenger side 

http://www.por-15.com/�


 


