
 

MEMBER PROFILE 

CHARLES MUELLER 

 

Born in 1960, I grew up at the end of the muscle car 

era; privy to seeing “K” cars rolling off showroom floors. 

My father was a WWII vet, a machinist for 32 years 

and, a Chevrolet fan. The first car was a 1959 Impala 

with big wings and four doors. In 1968 he purchased a 

new '68 Impala with a 307, manual steering and 

brakes, and an automatic. This was the car I passed 

my driver’s test with in 1976. My infatuation with cars 

began when I became its owner in the mid 70’s. I re-

worked, repainted and rebuilt almost everything on that 

car. It not only taught me a lot but, more importantly, 

showed me how mistakes are made. When the '68 

died, my next car was a 1975 Nova that I bought during 

my senior year of high school. That was one of the 

most enjoyable cars I've ever owned. When finished, it 

had been painted Imron, light metallic brown with sev-

eral coats of clear; had a .30 over, '69 LT1 balanced 

and blueprinted, 202 angle plug heads, Edelbrock in-

take and carb, headers and a 10 bolt posi. The MTC 

(Metropolitan Transit Commission) bus ended its' life 

with one single turn. 

 

I married my wife Judi in 1986 and, due to budget con-

straints, went through a few lean, car years but, still 

attended a few shows every year. I began working at 

Boyer Ford Trucks in Mpls. In September of 1989, I 

was introduced to our '70 Chevelle. In the twelve years 

I'd worked there, I had only seen my boss’s car once; 

just long enough to know it had to be mine. I left Boyer 

in the fall of 1998 but, still kept in touch with my boss. 

In April 1999, I asked him if the car was for sale. He 

said yes and it was ours by the end of the week. My 

wife owned a beautiful 72 Chevelle when we first met 

so, supported me 110% on acquiring my dream. 

 

The car has been through a lot since I purchased it. 

The first thing to go was everything under the hood that 

said "Motorcraft" on it (Boyer FORD), which was a lot; 

at least now I can sleep at night. The car sat for a long 

time so it required a lot of time and money to get it back 

to into shape; you know, starters, alternators, water 

pumps, radiators and almost every seal. In late 2001, 

due to bad head gaskets I decided it was time for a 

transplant. While the original 350 sat (and still sits) on a 

stand in the garage my friend Dan & I dropped in a '70 

350 four bolt main, 30 over, forge crank, a "mild" Mel-

ling cam, Edelbrock performer intake and carb, and 

aluminized dual exhaust. Many interior parts, bumpers, 

emblems, and more have been rebuilt, replaced or re-

plated to get it to its present condition. Luck however, 

was not on my side with the new 350. I had the ma-

chine work done at a small machine shop that special-

ized in Ford flatheads (which should have been my first 

clue there might be possible problems). I essentially 

purchased the engine as a long block thinking it would 

make life easier. It took about four years before I real-

ized I had some real issues. After tearing the block 

down, I found out that the machinist had mixed up the 

main caps which took out most of the bearings, fried 

one of pistons and scored the crank. Rebuilding was 

the only option. It took awhile and a lot of my check-

book to get it on the road again. The rebuild included a 

high volume oil pump, roller rockers, a complete MSD 

ignition upgrade, new rings, and Edelbrock fuel and 

water pump, and a new comp cam. I was mentored on 

the rebuild by Mike Blood, a former NHRA pit crew 

chief and invaluable friend. I also took the opportunity 

to rebuild the turbo 350 and have the transmission case 

and a few other parts powder coated. The front end 

was rebuilt in between all of the other project so, I 

should (in theory), have a reliable classic to drive 

 

The car is an original MN car; the original handwritten 

invoice, dated May 15th, 1970; selling price, $3946.85. 

It has 65,000 original miles. The car came with a 350, 

front disc brakes, air conditioning (which still has the 

original R-12 in it), and was factory under-coated. In 

1979 the car was repainted the original '70 misty tur-

quoise.In the future she'll see a new coat of paint but, 

until that day I'll enjoy every moment behind the wheel 

of one of the finest line of cars Detroit has ever de-

signed and built. 

 

- Charles 
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ened skin, standard blades will cut just fine. Cut it as close 

to the square body as possible. As you can see from the 

photo, the cut could have been made a little higher thus it 

was ground down before installation. 

What you see is the OE mount, cut and drilled (or milled) 

to clear the 3/8 fine thread bolts used to attach it to the 

Hurst shifter mount. The bolts are new grade 5 with 

nuts and lock washers. They look like 1 1/4” or 1 1/2” 

compared to the scale (see picture 1). An alternative 

method of attaching involves tapping blind holes into the 

OE mount. 

If you have access to a Bridgeport mill, you can machine 

up an adapter which would look similar to the sawed off 

stock mount. You'll need to use a short, fat socket head 

cap screws to handle mount bolts since the existing 

holes are large; accommodating the rubber bushings 

used. You may eventually dispose of the bushings and 

hard mount the handle; preferring the solid feel better. 

An advantage to machining your own adapter is that you 

can position the handle lower and much closer to the 

stock position. 

The cannibalized OE mount is simply bolted to the Hurst 

handle, reusing the stock mounting hardware (nuts, 

washers and bushings). 

For those of you interested in originality, yet want a posi-

tive, power shift feel, here's a potential solution. 

This would have solved a problem on my 69 Chevelle 

(and perhaps other 4-speed versions). Reason: part of 

the stock shifter mounts to the transmission cross mem-

ber and under severe load (so who doesn’t like running 

the gears occasionally) will bind under the torque of an 

engine running at wide open throttle. Break a motor 

mount and things really get interesting (a.k.a. missed 

shifts)  

You can graft your round handled shift lever onto a Hurst 

Competition Plus shifter. You could purchase an after-

market shift handle that will bolt onto the Hurst unit or 

use parts from a stock unit. You will need a stock shifter 

you don't mind cutting up (this may cause some mem-

bers heart failure at this point, so you’ve been-warned). 

The piece you'll need is the stock shift mount which 

snakes through the shifter. Check the pin for damage, 

file if necessary and drive it out. Simply cut the end off 

using the box as a guide. 

Caution: the shift mount rod is case hardened, thus a 

tough one to cut through. A ceramic / tile blade on a 

sawzall will work well. Once you penetrate the case hard-
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The stock Hurst handle bent back at around 11" of height 

and the top of the ball was about 15" off the floor; a 1 1/2 " 

differential. The original floor had to be trimmed to clear 

the left side of the Hurst box as shown. 

Be careful when you decide to snug up the handle bolts. 

Those stock rubber washers, when compressed, can 

break the stud; (a.k.a. over torque). A solution is to weld 

the studs in place using high nickel rod. Simply grind a 

good size chamfer around the base of the shift stick and 

the top of the mount. Tack the parts and after checking, 

proceeded to fill in the chamfer with approximately a 

1/4” or 3/8” bead all the way around. In most cases this 

will turn out mint with no discoloration of the surrounding 

chrome. This is also a good time to get those studs out 

of the mount as well, they're a press fit. 

With the console installed it is hard to tell from stock; 

even thought the shift handle is higher and further back 

than original. Although the reverse lockout fingers are 

not functional, its still provides that stock lock yet posi-

tive shifting installation. 

 

- Zman 

Here's what a trial fit looks like; height is approx 16 1/2" 

to top of ball from floor location shown. Height is an issue 

since the installation was going to be much higher than 

original. 
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Dear members, 

Well another month has past us by we are getting 
closer to winter, and a lot of you are doing the final 
things to your cars for the winter before they go into 
storage. I want to say thank you to all the members that 
showed up for the October meeting and the members 
that drove there Chevelles there as well. This up com-
ing meeting in November is a voting meeting so please 
show up to vote if all possible. 

Good luck to all the deer hunters out there and be 
safe.  Please send in pictures of your deer camp and 
the monster deer that are shot. 

- John 

PREZ MEZ 
off ??? Its Stan. Hey Rick, tell everyone we pulled over, 
I have problem with my Chevelle. Then some real nice 
young kid tows Stan to a hardware store where we 
thought this guy was a real pain in the ***. But the more 
we worked with him, the softer he got. JJ. Later he 
went home and got his Bad Ass  truck. That was an-
other good time with the guys and gals of this club. 
Again, John.D to the rescue; another good memory for 
John.D and me. Funny now but not then. Ridin in the 
rain for a couple of hours lost when we finally pull up to 
a bar. Everyone was trying to tease us about getting 
lost; not funny then but now, oh well. After dinner and a 
beer (or was it two) we all headed back to the hotel 
where we sat around in a party room, watched Nascar 
and told stories. The next day, getting up to sunshine 
and warm weather, was a great way to start and end 
the day; great trip. Other events like at the race track, 
where they had mini Nascar cars racing was something 
to watch. It looked so real. I, with other members, made 
it to Anoka a couple of time this year but not like in 
years past. On Saturday nights I was always there. Hell 
I even made it to Hastings a couple of times this year. 
Nice small town cruise. 

I've enjoyed being your Vice President for the last year. 
Your a Great bunch of guys and gals. I remember 
every meeting we've had this year. The first one was at 
Karls. Jamie’s event is one that is hard to forget. With 
all those egg rolls. MMMMMMM!  Then there was the 
night that Chuck Hanson came into town. That was a 
fun night for a couple of hours. I didn't make it to the fall 
cruise because I had a family function that weekend. It 
involved my youngest grandson; I had to be there for 
that one and wouldn't think about missing it. We don't 
see enough of them, three boys; or my youngest son, 
the school teacher, you get the picture. But there’s next 
year for that. It was a great summer. I really enjoyed 
being out there with you guys, gals and my Chevelle. It 
was a busy year for me with the grand kids and me 
getting a brand new motor to play with. But there were 
a few let downs. I can't sell my house because of the 
depressed real estate market. We all know that sucks. 
Others could not make it to the Brainerd raceway to 
see John Force race again. Plus all the cool Hot Rods 
that are there. 

In closing I'd like to say this has been a very good year, 
spent with a very COOL bunch of guys and gals.  Not 
sure what the future holds for me but one thing is for 
sure. I'm getting the HELL out of this state sooner or 
later. Ha ha ha ha ha. But I'll remember all of you. 

Thanks for the MEMORIES. 

-Rick (not so crabby old guy) Cyaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa 

VICE PRESIDENT REPORT 

So I’m writing this after the first morning frost. It seems 
like every other year, winter gets closer and closer. But 
I know there's still a warm front out there just waiting to 
pop in on us ( I hope). For the last two Thanksgiving 
days, I've had my Chevelle over to my daughters home 
for football and dinner, mainly because it was nice out; 
sunny and just a little cool. Plus we haven't had any 
snow yet; well I guess I missed it anyway. With no salt 
out there, to some, this is the happiest days of the year; 
I agree to a point. But after December its all gloom and 
doom for me. I hate that time of the year. Being from 
lower Michigan we NEVER get the below temps we get 
here. Plus the snow melts once in a while. Here, once it 
snows, its here till May. Thus nothing beats a HOT cup 
of coffee in the morning. 

 Like I was saying previously, I think the officers of this 
club have done a damn good job this year trying to get 
things completed on time. There's a lot going on behind 
the scenes that most of you don't hear about. If some-
one would have told me years ago that I would buy a 
Chevelle, sink all kinds of $$$’s in it, then go to bed at 
10:00 pm, get up at midnight to go sit on a street by 
1:00 or 2:00 a.m. for hours, I would have said they are 
freakin crazy??  But a lot of us did. The best part, it was 
total fun. What could be better then hanging out with a 
bunch of your friends talking about Hot Rods and eat-
ing breakfast off a tailgate of an El Camino. ??? J. 
Then there was the time that a few of us made the trip 
to Wisconsin for the weekend. Memories there are ridin 
down the rode to a small town when my phone goes 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 

To all members, I am in need of more MEMBER PRO-
FILE write-ups for up coming  newsletters. Don’t be 
bashful; please email me 
(robert.zarracina@northstarchevelles.com) your infor-
mation and a picture of you (and your significant other) 
in front of your ride or project. The pictures should be in 
a Jpeg (.jpg - digital camera) file format with a minimum 
resolution of 640 x 480. 

Also, if you have any technical subjects you would liked 

covered in the SHOP TALK section, let me know. 

Thank you for your help and participation 

- Zman. 

CLUB EVENTS 

November NSCC Meeting - Voting and Officer Elec-

tions 

Saturday, November 21, 2009, 2:00p.m. sharp, at Sa-
maritan Tire, 3200 Oak Ridge Road Minnetonka MN. 
This is a voting, officer  elections and bylaw amend-
ments meeting, plus discussions on what we can do to 
improve our club. So please be sure and attend this 
event. Your vote is important and every  vote counts. 

December 2009 

No meeting scheduled due to holidays 

January NSCC Meeting 

TBA, usually the 3rd Saturday of the month  

Please be sure and check out our website for pictures, 
information concerning upcoming events and to share 
your ideas and valued feedback. 

Copyright, The Far Side Gallery, Gary Larson 


