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Next Meeting and NCC Event!!! 
 

 
 

We will try to have a short "Club Business" session around noon on Saturday. 
The Club will provide a Subway lunch for members & guests on Saturday. 

Join the "Dawn Patrol"!!  We start lining up on Como around 3am all 3 days!! 

July 2012 



 

North St. Paul Car Show 

 
The following pictures of the North St. Paul Car Show are courtesy of Bryan F. 

 

    
 

    
 

    



 

        
 

        
 

    
 

Upcoming Events 
 

 Powercruise-BIR July 13-15 
 Car Craft Summer Nationals July 20-22 
 NCC/MSMZ Automania Car Show Sunday August 19. 
 MSRA Fun Run-BIR August 24-25. 
 Midwest Chevelle Regionals-Kansas City, MO September 21-23 
 2012 Fall Cruise-Duluth October 6-7 NCC Event!!! 



  
 

1965 Malibu SS Z16 
 

    1965 saw the emergence of the 396 
Mk IV big-block engine as part of the 
famed Malibu SS 396 (Z16). The Z16 
was created to test the waters of the 
high performance market as a prelude 
to the 1966 model. This special 
Malibu SS included a host of 
performance and comfort options 
packaged in a sporty two-door 
hardtop. The Z16 option did not come 
cheap, as it added $1,501.05 to the 
base price of the Malibu. 
     Chevrolet produced just 201 
Malibu's with the rare Z16 option, 
with one being the prototype built in Baltimore. It is rumored one convertible was produced and 
has been the subject of great debate over the years. Of the 200 factory produced Z16’s, 175 
were sold to the general public and 25 were dedicated by Chevrolet Public Relations to the 
press for test drives. 
     Each Z16 Malibu SS was fitted with the same mandatory drivetrain which included a 375hp 
L37 396 engine, M20 four-speed transmission, and a 3.31:1 ratio 12-bolt non-Positraction 
differential.    
     A heavy-duty convertible frame with two extra body mounts and heavy-duty suspension 
were used to handle the tremendous torque produced by the sinister Mk IV engine. Stiffer 
springs and heavy duty shock absorbers were added up front to support the extra weight of the 
big-block engine. Heavy-duty shock absorbers, stiffer coil springs, and a stabilizer bar attached 
to the boxed lower control arms were added to the rear. Two additional supports attached 
between the pivot points of the upper and lower control arms helped hold the rear end in place 
during hard acceleration. Extra stopping power was provided by eleven-inch brakes borrowed 

from the Impala. Gold stripe tires 
mounted on 14 x 6 inch rims with mag 
style wheel covers were standard.  
     Special appointments for the interior 
included; front and rear seat belts, 
padded dash panel, 
oil gauge, 6000-RPM tachometer, and a 
stereo adaptor with AM/FM radio 
including four speakers. The Z16 was 
specially equipped with a 160mph 
speedometer, dash mounted clock,  
and a driver’s outside remote control 
mirror. 



 
     Exterior paint color choices for the Z16 
were limited to Regal Red, Tuxedo Black, and 
Crocus Yellow. Interior colors were black, 
white, and red. Red interior was not available 
with Crocus Yellow exterior.     
 The only external sign this was more than 
just a run-of-the mill Super Sport was a 396 
Turbo-Jet cross flag emblem mounted on each 
front fender and the Malibu SS script, which 
was transplanted from the rear quarters to just 
behind the front wheel openings.  
Standard Malibu taillight lenses were 
discarded in favor of the 300 series variety,  

while body colored moldings replaced the trim used around the taillight lenses. To further set  
the Z16 apart from other Malibu's, the lower portion of the rear cove panel was painted black  
and a Malibu SS 396 emblem was attached to the far right side of the rear deck lid. 
     Top General Motors executives and a few famous personalities such as A. J. Foyt and Dan 
Blocker, were the first to drive these legendary Malibu's. At the time, Chevrolet was a major 
sponsor of the Bonanza television series and giving a Z16 Malibu SS to Dan Blocker, who 
played “Hoss,” was logical from a publicity standpoint. Publicity was a very important part of 
the Z16 project as Chevrolet needed to drum up interest for its all-new Super Sport to be 
unveiled in 1966. 
 

Don’t forget to purchase your 2012 Chevelle calendar!! 

 
 

Calendars are available at our monthly meetings, or you can order them using the Club 
Merchandise link on our website. Cost is $12 plus $3 S&H for up to 2 calendars. $10.50 S&H 

for 3 to 20 calendars. Shipping to a single address only with each order. 
 



 

 


