
 

How long have you been a member of this club? There are still a handful of people of members 
who can say “Since Day 1”. I forget the exact year I became a member, but I specifically 
remember going out to the North St Paul cruise one Friday evening because of a post I saw on 
Team Chevelle. Northstar Chevelles was the host club, and invited people down to check them 
out. I wandered around down there, but hung back just to see who they were, how they 
interacted with each other, and if they seemed like decent people or not. Once I stepped up, I 
met 4 people who were instrumental to making that decision to join the Northstar Chevelle 
Club. Even with my awesome ability to remember such random things, I don’t recall the order 
of who I met first, but it was that day when I felt I was no longer a “lone wolf, no club” guy. 
 As I watched the club, I also looked over their cars. I remember a somewhat ratty yellow 
64 ElCamino there and thought “well, if that’s in the club, then mine will be fine.” That was 
John D’s car. For those who weren’t around then, he had a yellow ‘64 before he bought his ‘65 
“Blackie” in 2008. John was the first I met. He was very outgoing, friendly, and welcoming. 
The other cars I can’t recall, but I do remember who else I met. I remember thinking these guys 
were all relatively young versus the oldsters I envisioned. There was a quiet, thin guy who 
always seemed to be smiling, that was John E. Another guy who came over was the resident 
drag racer, Tony. Tony was a nice guy, someone who I remember conversing with on the Team 
Chevelle website in various posts. 
 Lastly, I met a young buck named Derek. What struck me as odd was that this “kid” was 
instrumental in bringing the club together and had already been the club President. I followed 
some of the club’s formation through Team Chevelle, and remember his name authoring posts 
for several years, but I didn’t realize that he was so young. To me, that was another good sign 
for this club: not only were all conditions of cars welcome, they weren’t excluding people based 
on age (and I then assumed) or level of experience either. I signed up on the spot, and the rest as 
they say is history…. Well, actually I didn’t do much with the club at first but I was part of it. 
 I wasn’t new to cars, cruises, or racing, but I had never been part of an official club. Not 
only did I gain a new group of friends, but as a classic car owner, I was part of a collective 
“authority” on the model. Wearing that club shirt meant that I was part of a recognized group of 
enthusiasts who were active at shows, racing, and local cruises. Over the next year or two, I felt 
more and more compelled to contribute and give back to the club that had guided me through 
my car’s build. Over our club’s 13 years, we have had several changes in our club’s leadership. 
I encourage our club members to give back to the club, and one simple thing everyone can do is 
to help recruit new members. Remember: It’s the cars that brought us together, but the people 
who keep it that way. Owning a Chevelle isn’t a requirement as several members can attest. 
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When was the last time you went beyond our club forums and looked into the website itself? 
Did you know that as a non-profit organization, we openly post our bylaws on the About Us 
page? These are the rules we govern ourselves by, and why our meetings are structured they 
way they are. We have only made a few simple changes since Derek’s filing them in 2003. 
 We all have stories of how we got our 
cars, what we have done to them, and we 
all love to share those pictures. Check 
out the Member’s Rides tab again, I bet 
there are some good memories from club 
members (past and present) in there. 
 In the club’s photo archives, you will 
find pictures from past meetings, events, 
and who knows what going all the way 
back to 2002. If you have pictures you 
want to add, see the very top “sticky” in the forums under “members only” section of our 
forums. It’s pretty easy to do, and a great way to share what you captured with everyone. 

Here’s a couple screen captures 
from past newsletters over the years. Yes, we have copies of most of them going all the way 
back to the club’s infancy too. Under the same “Club Stuff” tab, you will find the archived 
newsletters, club meeting minutes, the link to IDthreadz for logo merchandise, and a “for sale” 
area even. I’ll let you explore those areas and more on your own time, there’s a lot more there 
than I can even adequately describe. Please be aware that there is also a password protected area 
for members only, using the information you received after joining/renewing your membership.  
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The Chevy Cheyenne 
and Corvette are 
vastly different 

models, but their 
emblems both tell you 

a lot about the 
respective vehicles. 


