
 

        

December - Merry Christmas/Happy Holidays & Happy New Year! 
The Northstar Chevelle Club hosted the annual Holiday party at Crooked Pint Ale House in 

Maplewood. The club reserved a nice space in a large side section of the restaurant, and it was 

great to see many familiar faces and meet a few new ones! I heard a few updates on recent 

travels, a wedding, new homes, garage improvements, and of course car project updates!  

  

  
 

 

The club provided a variety of small plates – many thanks! 

December 2019 & 
January 2020 



   

Thanks for the numerous club members that brought donations for the Toy Drive!  

 

   There was no club meeting at the holiday party.  Hank briefly touched base on club activities 

for next year, including January’s Bow Tie Brunch. 

 

January – Annual Bow Tie Brunch 

 

The Northstar Chevelle Club attended the annual Bow Tie Brunch at Crystal Lake Automotive 

during a wintery January weekend. Thankfully, the snow wasn’t as severe as predicted, and 

many members and guests were able to attend. Many thanks to Karl for hosting/planning and 

for providing Olive Garden. Special thanks to Jenny for desserts and to those that helped with 

setup and take-down.  

Karl delivered his '66 El Camino to the garage, along with many parts. The goal was to 

assemble as much of the drivetrain as possible. 

 

  

 



 

Parts and vehicle on-site   

 

Recently installed/new front and back windows  



 

 

  

Preparation and catching up 

  

Aligning to the motor mounts & the day’s result 

 



Trivia, Fun Facts, Random Notes  
 

Drive-Ins… End of an Era? Dari-Ette Drive-In 

 

The other month I had a segment on Galaxy and Wagner’s drive-ins. Well, add another one to 

the list of drive-ins for sale or near the end. The Dari-Ette Drive-In opened in 1951 in St. Paul's 

East Side and has been serving car enthusiasts a great mix of American and Italian foods. After 

closing for the season in October 2019, one of the last remaining original drive-ins in the Twin 

Cities is for sale. The current owner, Angela Fida, is the granddaughter of founder Michael. 

The drive-in was even featured on a 2007 episode of “Diners, Drive-Ins, and Dives.” The 

eatery was also named the best drive-in in Minnesota four years ago by the Star Tribune.  

 

 

Morrie's Heritage Car Connection  

Last summer I rented a Cadillac convertible from Morrie’s Heritage Car Connection in Golden 

Valley and had a blast cruising the metro with my friends and family. My wife was planning to 

give me another gift card last year for Christmas, but she mentioned the website was no longer 

active. From what I can tell, the dealership has closed their classic car rental division. They 

were offering the rentals since 2013. 

I did not research the topic in depth, and I’m not sure what became of the vehicles in their fleet. 

Unfortunate to hear because I had a great experience and would have loved to rent more 

vehicles – mainly the kind I would never own but would like to drive for a day or two. 

 

 

 



4 Door Corvette 

 

 
 

You can be proud owner of a 4 door Corvette for $103K. In 1980 Chevrolet commissioned a 

four-door version of the third-generation Corvette. The prototypes were built by the 

Californian Custom Coach Company by merging two donor cars that preserved the stock front 

and rear ends while creating a four-seat passenger compartment under double-T-top roof.  

 

The Corvette America had a projected price tag of $35,000 while the 2 door models started at 

$13,000. Only one prototype and five customer cars were ever built. One of the two that are 

known to still exist is currently up for sale at a car dealer in Milpitas, Calif., for $102,526. The 

vehicle is a numbers-matching original with 21,000 miles on its 350 cubic-inch V8. 

 

Elmer’s to remain open in 2020 

 

Last month I spent the weekend in Winona for one of my daughter’s out-of-town gymnastics 

tournaments. I didn’t have the opportunity to visit Elmer’s Auto & Toy Museum prior to his 

passing. My family and I were out sight-seeing that weekend and drove by Elmer’s. Although 

the yard sign has the 2019 schedule noted their website has been updated to note the family 

will be opening the museum in 2020 between Memorial Day and Mid-October. I still have 

time! 

 

  



 

Tools 

 

To return in next month’s newsletter. Thanks to those that have sent ideas. 

 

Dues  

 

Kind reminder to send in your $25 annual membership.  Mail a check payable to Northstar 

Chevelle Club to: 

 

875 Marigold Drive 

Cambridge, MN  55008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources 

http://www.elmersautoandtoymuseum.com 

 

February 22
nd

: Game Night and Potluck at Hank & Karen Millette’s 

9453 189th Ave NE, Columbus, MN 55025 

Starts at 3 PM; please bring a dish to pass, games, and preferred beverages. 

(Make-up date Feb 29
th

) 

RSVP via email or forum 

 

March 21
st
: Guided tour at Commemorative Air Museum 

310 Airport Rd, South St Paul, MN 55075 

Check Forum 

 

April – Tour of Tolerance Masters, Inc. in Blaine 

Stay tuned for further details 

 

*Watch for Early Bird Registration (last year was Jan. 31
st
) 

for Street Machine Nationals July 17-19, 2020  
 


